File Structure
Below are the file layouts for the provided files. The files are delimited by commas.
Preference File*

	Field Name
	Field Value
	Data Type

	BTL_EXPANDED_PREFERENCE_ID
	Primary Key of this table
	Integer, not null

	VC_BALLOT_PAPER_ID
	Virtual ballot paper id, uniquely identify a ballot paper. Internally used.
	Integer, not null

	PREFERENCE
	Expanded preference marking (a preference number used in count)
	Integer, not null

	CANDIDATE_ID
	Candidate Id. Reference to Candidate Table. Internally used. (Connect to Primary Key in Candidate File)
	Integer, not null

	TYPE
	SATL (Single Preference ATL), RATL (Multiple Preference ATL) and BTL (Below The Line).
	Varchar(4), not null


* Approximately 111,000,000 records. Only contains formal ballot papers. All preferences following breaks or repeats in sequence preference sequences have been removed.
Candidate File

	Field Name
	Field Value
	Data Type

	CANDIDATE_ID
	Primary key (connect to Foreign key in Preference File)
	Integer, not null

	CANDIDATE_NAME
	Candidate name
	Varchar (100), not null

	GROUP_CODE
	The group code of the group the candidate is in. For ungrouped candidate it is Blank
	Varchar (2), null

	DRAW_ORDER
	The order the candidate appears on the Ballot paper within each group
	Integer, not null


Overview of the Legislative Council Counting System
The Legislative Council Counting System is built on a Microsoft SQL Server relational database. The database is used to store data for the main functions of the system being;

· Configuration – used to setup the system

· Data Entry – used for both bulk data entry of SATL preference data and entry and reconciliation of keyed preference data

· Pre-Count – used to remove informal votes and preferences which can not be counted and convert all entered ATL preferences into BTL 

· Count used to perform the count as per the Act.

Data entry for the count is performed at the NSWEC LC counting centre. The NSWEC uses over 140 workstations in two 8 hour shifts over 10 days to enter all the preferences for some 4.3M ballot papers.

During the data entry process the SQL Server database is being backed up every 15 minutes to a mirror site in the NSWEC head office data centre. Full backups are also taken at the end of every day’s keying and these are stored off site.
