
LC Formality Rules v1.docx 1 20/07/2015 5:59 PM 
 

Legislative Council  

&  

Local Government  

Formality Rules 
 

Ballot Paper Formality  
 The overall formality of a ballot paper is determined as follows: 

a) if the BTL section of a ballot paper is formal (See BTL Formality Check) then set 
the Ballot Type to “BTL” 

b) otherwise, if the BTL section of a ballot paper is informal then: 

i) if the ATL section of a ballot paper is formal (See ATL Formality Check) 
then set the Ballot Type to “ATL” 

ii) otherwise, if the ATL section of a ballot paper is informal then set the 

Ballot Type to “INFORMAL”. 
Note: If both the BTL and ATL sections of a ballot paper are both formal, then the BTL 
section is takes precedence. 

BTL Formality Check 
 Ignoring any ticks, crosses or asterisks entered in the BTL section of the ballot paper, 

if the number of BTL markings counted is less than the Minimum Number of BTL 

Markings (See Minimum Number of BTL Markings) required for the election, then the 

BTL section of the ballot paper is Informal. 

 If the minimum number of BTL markings is satisfied and the following additional 
conditions are satisfied then the BTL section of the ballot paper is Formal: 

a) the BTL section of the ballot paper contains only one instance of the integer 
value “1”; and 

b) the BTL section of the ballot paper contains at least one instance of the integer 
value “2” if there are 3 or more candidates to be elected (otherwise, there is no 

need to have at least one instance of the integer value “2”); and 

c) if after sorting the BTL markings in ascending order, the resulting sequence of 
positive integer values starting from 1 to the Minimum Number of BTL Markings 
required contains: 

i) no more than one integer missing in the sequence; or 
ii) no more than one integer value repeated in the sequence;  
iii) but not both 

d) Otherwise, the BTL section of the ballot paper is Informal.  

 The following are examples of BTL markings and their formality, when the minimum 
number of BTL markings required is 5: 

 1 2 3 4 5 = Formal 

 1 2 2 2 2 = Formal 

 1 2 3 3 3 = Formal 

 1 2 4 4 4 = Informal 

 1 2 4 5 6 = Formal 

 1 2 3 4 5 6 6 9 15 = Formal 

 1 2 3 3 3 6 6 15 20 21 = Formal 

 1 2 3 3 6 6 6 16 20 21 = Informal 
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 1 2 4 5 6 6 = Formal 

 1 2  3 4 5 = Formal 

 1 2 3 4 * * = Informal 

Minimum Number of BTL Markings 
 In the case of LC Elections, at least 15 markings are required. 

 In the case of LG Elections, at least half the number of candidates to be elected is 
required, where any resultant fraction is rounded up to the next integer value. 

 In both cases, the minimum number of BTL markings counted does not include 
preferences entered as asterisks. 

ATL Formality Check 
 Ignoring any asterisks entered in the ATL section of the ballot paper, the ATL section 

is Formal if any of the following conditions are satisfied: 

a) It contains only one instance of a “/” and no other markings 

b) It contains only one instance of a “x” (case insensitive check) and no other 

markings  

c) It contains only one instance of a “/” and 2 or more instances of a “x” (case 
insensitive check) and no other markings 

d) Otherwise, ignoring any ticks, crosses or asterisks entered, if it contains only 
one instance of the integer value “1”, irrespective of the other markings on the 
ballot paper 

e) In all other cases, the ATL section of the ballot paper is Informal. 

 The following are examples of ATL markings and their formality: 

 1 2 3 3 3 = Formal 

 1 3 4 5 6 = Formal 

 1 2 2 2 = Formal 

  2 3 4 5 = Informal 

  1 2 3 4 = Formal 

 


